James Earl Ray Still Contends He s 


James Earl Ray, the man who 
confessed to assassinating Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., has contended for six 
years he didn’t murder the Nobel Prize 
winning civil rights leader - and, he 
says, others were involved in the crime. 

Ray contends he was coerced into 
signing the confession to the killing, 
coerced by his own attorney, famed 
lawyer Percy Foreman, who believed 
him guilty and wanted to save him from 
the electric chair. Ray was sentenced to 
99 years after signing the confession - a 
“deal” that was worked out with the 
prosecution. 

One of Ray’s present attorheys, 
Robert Livingston, charges that the 
U.S. Department of Justice and the 
State of Tennessee are covering up 
attempts to reopen the King case for the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

RAY’S POTENTIAL involvement in 
the assassination, according to his 
present story, is that he purchased a 
gun alleged to be the murder weapon on 
instructions from a man he knew only 
as “Raoul,” whom he met in Montreal 
while "an escapee from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary. Ray says “Raoul” 
wanted the gun as a sample to show a 
potential customer in a gun running 
deal. 

Ray says he didn’t shoot Dr. King, 
and that he wasn’t even at the scene of 
the crime. 

While he has never spelled out what 
his role in the assassination might have 
been, Ray has hinted that it might have 

} 


been planned by persons from New 
Orleans. 

In an evidentiary hearing this year, 
Ray’s latest legai advisors attempted to 
prove that he was coerced by Percy 
Foreman into making the confession. 
That hearing ended, much to the sur- 
prise of courtroom observers, with a 
ruling that Ray understood what he was 
signing. The ruling is now on appeal, 
where it is felt Ray’s guilty plea will be 
tossed out and he will be retried. 

IF RAY DOES get a new trial, it will 
probably begin some time early in 1976. 
Issues that will be raised at that trial, if 
and when it does come, include: 

• Whether or not Ray was in the 
rooming house across the street from 
the motel where Dr. King was shot. No 
witnesses have claimed that shots were 
fired from the bathroom window of the 
rooming house, as the prosecution 
contends they were. Charles Q. 
Stephens, whose testimony identified 
Ray as fleeing the rooming house, was 
apparently so drunk at the time that 
such an identification is now in 
question. Stephens’ lady friend, who 
was living with him at the time, says 
that the man she saw running from the 
bathroom was much smaller than Ray 
and had different color hair. She was 
promptly placed in a mental institution 
by the state. 

• Two witnesses have been found to 
back the testimony of Eh*. King’s 
chauffeur, Solomon Jones, that the civil 
rights leader’s killer fired from bushes 


behind the rooming house. 

• Wheter or not the bullet that 
struck down Dr. King was fired from 
the rifle supposedly bought and used by 
Ray. The FBI was unable to establish 
that. Ballistics experts for Ray’s 
defense are convinced that such an 
identification of the bullet is scien- 
tifically possible, but they don’t think 
the bullet will match up with the rifle 
because, if anyone was firing from the 
bathroom of the rooming house, he 
would have been required to stick the 
rifle through the wall to get the proper 
firing angle. (It is also material to note 
that the trees that were blocking the 
view from that window were cut down a 
few days after the assassination.) 

t ORIGINALLY, Dr. King had 
planned to stay at a Holiday Inn, but 
then-director of the FBI J. Edgar 
Hoover leaked the fact that King would 
be staying at a white owned motel. This 
caused a switch in King’s plans and 
arrangements were made for him to 
stay at the black-owned Lorraine 
Motel, where he met his death. The day 
before Dr. King arrived, a man ap- 
peared at the Lorraine Motel and 
identified himself as an advance man 
for Dr. King. The man had Dr. Kin’s 
room switched from the first floor suite 
the Lorraine Motel management had 
prepared for him to the second floor 
room overlooking the swimming pool. 
It is a complete mystery to the King 
organization who the “advance man” 
was; they didn’t send him, that’s for 
sure. 


Innocent 



JAMES EARL RAY ... still be- 
hind bars, he maintains he was 
innocent in Dr. King’s slaying 
and says the 'confession' he sign- 


ed was done under duress. 

• The critical question of where Ray 
got the more than $12,000 he spent after 
his escape from jail until he was 
arrested in London. 
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